Advocacy Toolkit - Support Safe Communities
Act and other critical legislation!

Information from New Jersey Coalition to End Domestic Violence

The following is information on the package of bills associated with codifying the Immigrant
Trust Directive and ensuring additional protections for individuals seeking services. These
bills will affect survivors who are immigrants and want to safely seek out domestic violence
and sexual assault services. These survivors, just like all other survivors, deserve to be
able to access services that lead them to safety, stability, and healing from abuse
without having to worry about their actual or perceived immigration status.

“Safe Communities Act” (A6308)

o This billidentifies sensitive locations within our communities (including shelters,
hospitals, places of worship) and directs the state to develop and distribute model
policies to these entities, ensuring consistent, statewide preparedness for potential
immigration enforcement actions.

e Bill text: https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6308_11.PDF

“Privacy Protection Act” (A6309)

e I|testablishes important privacy protections by limiting when government entities
and hospitals may request or collect information related to a person’s immigration
status. It also restricts the sharing of Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) records
unless required by a judicial warrant, lawful court order, or subpoena.

e Bill text: https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6309_11.PDF
“Strengthening Trust Between Law Enforcement and Immigrant Communities” (A6310)

e It strengthens trust between community members and public institutions by
ensuring that individuals are not stopped, questioned, arrested, searched, or
detained based solely on their actual or perceived immigration status, helping
communities feel safe engaging with public institutions without fear.

e Bill text: https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6310_11.PDF

What You Can Do:


https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6308_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6309_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A6500/6310_I1.PDF

e Contactyourlocal representatives and tell them to support all three bills.

o Findyourrepresentatives here.

Sample Script Templates:

Calling your Local Representatives

My name is [your name], and | am a constituent of [your district and, if you are affiliated
with a domestic violence or sexual assault program, the name of your program]. | am
calling today to urge Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator [representative’s name]to
support A6308, A6309, and A6310 which would help to ensure the safety of survivors of
domestic and sexual violence who are also a part of the immigrant community. Survivors
already face a lot of barriers when reaching out to public organizations for help, and fears
around immigration status only make seeking safety more difficult. These bills would help
organizations be prepared to handle possible immigration enforcement actions and would
protect those seeking services from being questioned or detained based on actual or
perceived immigration status while seeking those services.

[Tell your representative why this bill is important to your program and the survivors
you serve; share your story.] To meet the needs of survivors and communities, | urge
Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator [representative’s name] to support A6308,
A6309, and A6310.

Will Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator [representative’s name] commit to doing
s0?

Thank you!

E-mailing your Representatives
Dear Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator [representative’s name],

My name is [your name], and | am a constituent of [your district and, if you are affiliated
with a domestic violence or sexual assault program, the name of your program]. | am
calling today to urge Senator or Assemblyman/Assemblywoman [representative’s name]
to support A6308, A6309, and A6310 which would help to ensure the safety of survivors of
domestic and sexual violence who are also a part of the immigrant community. Survivors
already face a lot of barriers when reaching out to public organizations for help, and fears
around immigration status only make seeking safety more difficult. These bills would help


https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislative-roster

organizations be prepared to handle possible immigration enforcement actions and would
protect those seeking services from being questioned or detained based on actual or
perceived immigration status while seeking those services.

[Tell your representative why this bill is important to your program and the survivors
you serve; share your story.] To meet the needs of survivors and communities, | urge
Senator or Assemblyman/Assemblywoman [representative’s name]to support A6308,
A6309, and A6310.

Assemblyman/Assemblywoman/Senator [representative’s name], can we count on you?
Thank you,

[Your Name]



